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REMOTE LEARNING 

Remote learning recommenced on Monday 11th January. Seesaw was the platform chosen dur-
ing the last school closure and approved by the Board of Management. The school invested over 
€1000 in purchasing ’Seesaw for Schools” and staff received training in how to use this platform. 
Seesaw was used for homework purposes on our return to school in September in order to have 
pupils very familiar with the platform in case of a class or school closure. 

Both direct teaching and work assignments are posted daily for children to engage with. We un-
derstand that every household is different and that pupils may need to access the work outside 
of school hours. This is perfectly acceptable.  

We surveyed staff, parents and pupils at the end of the first week to get their feedback on how 
they felt remote learning was working. Thank you for your input into these surveys.  

As a result, some changes were made. We have since purchased an Education licence for Zoom 
at a cost of €340. We completed a risk assessment for Child Safeguarding, created an addendum 
to the GDPR policy, applied security settings and developed Zoom Safety Guidelines and shared 
these with the parent body. Staff and student safety is paramount therefore it is extremely im-
portant that these are followed when logging into a Zoom call.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to everyone for logging in and doing your schoolwork and thanks to all the parents, 
guardians, older brothers and sisters and anyone else who may have helped! 

 



 WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT MUIRE GAN SMÁL: 

All classes have been engaging in remote learning on Seesaw.  

It is extremely important that pupils watch the videos and complete the activities in order to 
keep up with their school work.  

We have started to use Zoom calls as a way of connecting with the pupils.  

Zoom Assembly for Junior Infants, Senior Infants and 1st Class take place at 11am on Thurs-
days. 

Zoom Assembly for 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th take place at 12pm on Fridays. 

The permission form must have been filled out in order for you to receive a link to these calls.  

One permission form provides consent for all calls. 

 
 

 

 



RELATIONSHIPS AND SEXUALITY EDUCATION (RSE) AND STAY SAFE PROGRAMME 

In Muire gan Smál, we teach the RSE and Stay Safe Programme on a two-year cycle. We usually 
teach these in Term 2. Stay Safe lessons are mandatory for all pupils. RSE lessons are part of the 
Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) Programme but parents can opt their children out 
of these lessons by contacting the school. 

As these lessons are best taught in person, we will commence these on our return to school. 

PARENT-TEACHER MEETINGS 

Parent-Teacher Meetings were due to be held 
the week of 18th January however, due to the 
school closure it has been decided to post-
pone these. 

We will keep you informed as to when these 
will be rescheduled. 

 

WELLBEING 

It is important that we all look after our well-
being at this time. Be sure to take breaks 
from work, get some fresh air and exercise, 
do something you enjoy, connect with others 
remotely, read and learn and be kind to oth-
ers.  

LITERACY 

We were due to start ‘Guided Reading’ in Janu-
ary using the ‘Engage Literacy’ books. In addi-
tion to physical books, we purchased a licence 
for ‘Engage Literacy Online’. Some pupils in 1st 
class have been using these online readers 
during the school closure and have been mak-
ing great progress. 

It is so important that children read at home. It 
helps to develop their vocabulary, knowledge, 
thinking skills, comprehension skills and more. 

 

 

 



 

CALENDAR 2020-2021 

February 2021 mid-term break: Closed Thursday 18thand Friday 19th February.  

Closed Wednesday 17th March-Public Holiday. 

Easter 2021:Closing Friday 26th March 2021 at 12.10pm and re-opening on Monday 12th April 2021. 

May Break 2021: Closed Monday 3rd– Friday 7th May inclusive. 

Closed Monday 7th June-Public Holiday 

Summer Holidays: Closing Tuesday 29th June 2021 at 12.10pm. 

 

 

 

GOOD LUCK TO DAVID! 

David Connor, former pupil of Muire Gan Smál, is 
starring in the current series of Glór Tíre, search for 
a country music star, which airs on TG4 every 
Tuesday at 9.30pm. David has performed on the 
show on two occasions so far. He is mentored by 
the well-known country singer, Michael English.  

You can vote for David by downloading the Glór 
Tíre app for free. You will get five free votes also. 

Everyone at Muire Gan Smal would like to wish Da-
vid the very best of luck in the competition.  

We look forward to tuning in and showing our sup-
port. 

Beir bua David! 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

Catholic Schools Week takes place from 24th-31st 
January. This year, it celebrates communities of 
faith, learning, love, resilience and hope. This past 
year, we have come to realise the importance of 
these in our lives.  

Whilst the pandemic and the illness and the re-
strictions that came with it caused much hardship 
for people, it also gave us time to slow down and 
reflect on what is truly important in our lives. 

We pray for everyone who died and we send our 
sympathies to their family and friends.  

We pray for those who are currently sick and is hos-
pital with the virus. 

We pray for all the frontline and emergency workers 
who are working so hard during this difficult time. 


